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Washington, D.C.   •   http://www.campaignlegalcenter.org
The Campaign Legal Center Works to Repair a Political System in Crisis

OUR VITAL ROLE:

Decades of campaign finance reform are under siege by well-financed and anonymous opponents. Campaign finance and disclosure laws enacted since Watergate, and even before, are being targeted in the courts and at the administrative agency tasked with interpreting and enforcing them, the Federal Election Commission (FEC). The Campaign Legal Center is the preeminent national legal organization deeply involved and committed to fighting back on these dual fronts.  

The Legal Center protects citizens' right to information, defending campaign finance laws under attack, and crafting new laws on the federal, state and local level that will withstand constitutional challenge in the courts. 
The Supreme Court's controversial Citizens United (2010) decision overruled two historic campaign finance cases and effectively authorized corporations and unions to make unlimited expenditures of treasury funds to influence elections. That decision, combined with FEC evisceration of disclosure requirements passed by Congress, and refusal to enforce disclosure laws, has left the nation facing unprecedented political spending with hundreds of millions of dollars of it virtually untraceable.  

Watergate taught us that secret money in American campaigns leads to scandal and corruption. Not since that era has American politics seen such potential for corruption, lack of transparency and abuse of public trust. The Legal Center's legal expertise is needed now more than ever. This is no time to cede the field to those special interests with the deepest pockets who are attempting to strike down disclosure laws across the country.

WHO WE ARE:

The Campaign Legal Center is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization established in 2002 with a small, veteran staff of experts whose primary purpose is to assist in drafting, enforcing and defending campaign finance, election, and ethics laws. We do this through: (1) litigation (friend-of-the court briefs, counsel to a party, and offering legal counsel to municipal and state government attorneys and officials); (2) participation in FEC proceedings; (3) helping legislators draft effective and constitutional bills; and (4) press outreach and education.

OUR TRACK RECORD:

Our first victory came in 2003 when we were a key part of the legal team that convinced the U.S. Supreme Court to uphold the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) in McConnell v. FEC. This tremendous victory was followed by other litigation at the municipal, state, and national levels, including several victorious lawsuits brought against the FEC for issuing regulations that undermined BCRA. Since the retirement of Justice O'Conner and the emergence of a new 5-4 anti-reform majority on Court, we have participated in lower court cases to establish the best possible record, and filed briefs in the Supreme Court urging them to narrow their holdings.

Over the past nine years, the Legal Center has:

· Won every disclosure case it has participated in.
· Participated in every campaign finance case in the Supreme Court since McConnell (2003).
· Filed more than 70 briefs and participated in an additional 10 cases: far more than any similar organization.

· Participated in every major campaign finance rulemaking at the FEC, taking part in 29 overall, filing written comments and testifying at hearings when hearings were held—more than any other organization in the country.

· Complaints filed by the Legal Center have resulted in record fines leveled by the FEC against a number of organization found in violation of the law.
· Led all organizations in filing comments in more than 40 FEC Advisory Opinion proceedings through which the FEC interprets and enforces the law. 

· Served as a trusted source for hundreds of journalists. Each month Legal Center senior staff are interviewed and quoted in dozens of media outlets across the country. In June 2011 alone, the Legal Center was cited in more than 150 different stories, editorials and op-ed columns appearing in hundreds of media outlets, nationally, internationally and locally.
