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Guest Editorial

The wrong man for the job
More than 40 'years ago, John Lewis and

Hosea Williams, along with hundreds of
everyday Americans, left their homes and
churchesto brave the blows of Billyclubs and
join a march for freedom across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge. Thousands of anonymous foot
soldiers - Blacks and whites, young and the
elderly - summoned the courage to march for
justice and demand freedom. A few months
later, the Voting Rights Act was signed into
law. ,

It's because of the sacrifice of these
American heroes that we've come so far today.
But there's more work to' be done. Recent
elections have shown unprecedented
intimidation of African American, Native
American, low income and elderly voters at
the polls. We've seen political operatives
purge voters from registration rolls for no
legitimate reason, distribute polling
equipment unevenly,and deceivevoters about
the time, location aild rules of elections.

So today more than ever -iveneed to have
confidence that those in government
responsible for overseeing our voting system
will uphold the right to vote for every sfugle
A1:nerican. '

ThiS is what's at stake in the United States
Senate today. President' Bush has recently
nominated'Hans v9n Spakovsky to serve on
the Fedenil Election Commission. It's the job
of theFEC to regulate elections and disclose
campaign fiIlance contributions. So it goes
without saying that the FEC needs strong,.
iqipartial leadership that wilf promote-
integrityin ourelectionsystem. .

Hans vC!nSpakovsky is not the right person
. ,for tp:is..job; and I strolJ.gly oppose his

nomination. From 2001 to 2005, von
Spakovsky served.as anofficial at the Justice
Department's Civil Rights Division where he

¥11<l.Sseda ,xecordof undermining. voting
'fights;~eatiifg:re:stJ;"i<Ctionstha.t ~ouldmake it .

. -er,JQrpdprarid;~orityri[ortiUnuriit;ies to
Jnd ptitting"partisaii. politics~bo've

L@ig';°1i1;gvil f~gb.ts" ' '... .<.:., .

re7*!iafRtppenedillGeorgia.-Iii 2005, .

Georgia was trying to require photo
identification to be presented by all voters.
Even' though Georgia's voter ill law' was
being reviewed by von Spakovsky's office at
the DOJ for violating the VotingRights Act,
he anonymously published an article
supporting the restriction, arguing it did not
affect minority voters disproportionately. He
undoubtedly drove the DOJ's decision to
approve the law - a law laterovertumed by a
federaljudge.

In 2000, while sitting on the Fulton County
Registration Board in Georgia, von
Spakovsky endorsed the idea of "purging"
election rolls oC. fetonsand joined a.
Republican group called the Voting Integrity
Project. This group helped removevoters from
election ro~ in Florida - denyjngc-ountless
legitima.teDemocratic voters in Florida their
right tf/vote. .

This year, a group that worked with von
Spakovskyat the Justice Department wrote.a
letter to the Senate Rules Committee
expressing their concern about' his
nomination. In it. they called him the "point
person for undermining the. Civil Rights
Division's mandate to protect voting rights."
History proves them right. In 2003, von
Sp~kovskyoverruled the career professionals
on his staff and upheld Tom DeLay's 2003
TexasreWstricting plan - a plan the U.S.
Supreme court determined violated the rights
of Latino voters. .

Hans von Spakoysky's record speaks fDr
itself. H~ should not serve on the panel
responsible fOr"protecting the iIle~ty of
federal elections. The .United States Senate
must stand firm in our commitment to
fighting the disenfranchisement.of minority
votersmid reject this nominee.

We must eJ,lSurethat all eligiblevoters can
vQte -and tha~ their votes will be counted.
O~ bra,yeciVilrigll~s,leadersgave too' much
for partisan n9iiiple~~-to chip away at this
ri~M. ~ " " ,
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